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mimites
0 p.m. yesterday, the
wna of the family of
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daughter, Ese, who was al-
=dly ludnamnd by one
Yunusa to Kano State. The

Uncertainty
gver economic
summit

By Marcel Mbamaly, News Editor

F.r\}l from the enthusiasm
with which the need for
dit emergency summit o
revive the nation’s ailing
ccononty was canvassed by
stakeholders, the plan may
not be as promising as ini-
tially envisaged

In fact, what has been
thoughtof asaplan foran
all-inclusive  emergency
cconomic summit by the
President  Muhammadu
Buharided  government

could after all be an ex- |

tended discussion on the
cconomy by state gover-
nors and officials of the
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Bayelsa State yolice Com-
missjoner Peter nyan-
wo confirmed lhe arrival
of Ese and her mother in
Bayelsa  from  Abuja

However, an assistant in-
spector  general  (AIG),
commissioner and two su-
perintendents of police
are among officers to lace
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Bayelsa

FAbE

apanelof inquiry setup to old
examine their role in the

abduction of the 14-year-

By Odita Sunday,

Bertram Nwannekanma,
Adeyemi Adepetun and ’f
Wole Oyebade

Af] parents and govem-‘ﬁlt
nent anxiously await
the return of the three fe-
male students who were
kidnapped from Babing-

million ransom.

The abductors allegedly
called the school authori-
ties to demand the ran-

ton Macaulay Junior Sec-
ondary School in Ikorodu,
Lagos, the abductors may
have demanded a N200

@NGRGUARDIANNEWS

Fse.
The young girl was al-
legedly abducted by one

Yunusa, {from her moth-
er's shop in Yenagoa Local
Government of Bayelsa

TheGuand.an Nigeria

General of Police {IGP)
Solomon who
bought three flight tickets

tor the chi e, her
mother and a female po-
CONTINUED ON P

som. Officials of the state
government, during a visit
to the school premises,
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confirmed the ransom de-
velopiuent, adding that
the Department of State Se-
curity (DSS) was already
working to track the
callers.

But the Lagos State Gover-
nor, Akinwunmi Ambode,
has said that his govern-
mentwouldspare noeffort
toensure the safe return of
the three female students
who were kidnapped on
Monday.

Meanwhile, to effectively
check the rising cases of
kidnapping and other
criminal activities, the po-
lice are seeking 1o partner
telecommunications firms
operating in the country to
be able to intercept the
calls of any kidnapper
within 48 hours of abduc-
tion.

The Inspector General of
Police  (IGP),  Solomon
Arase,appealed for the sup-
portof the telecoms opera-
tors under the aegis of the

‘Ese kept with
CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

lice escort to ensure they
are easily transited to
Bayelsa State via Port Har-
court, Rivers State. The
mother was said to have
come to Abuja by road the
previous day to reclaim
her child. The alleged ab-
ductor and other suspects
in the saga are being held
in police custody in Abuja.

Addressing journalists
yesterday morning at the
Force Headquarters in
Abuja, the Force Public Re-
lations  Officer (FPRO),
Olabisi Kolawole, flanked
on her left by the mother
of the abducted girl, Mrs.

Rose Oruru, said Ese’s ab-
duction was reported
since August last year, but
police investigation into
the matter towards effect-
ing her release to her par-
ents seemed
compromised and was
rather slack and below ex-
pectation due to what she
calied “some burcaucratic
and complex intertwin-
ing factors” before the in-
tervention of the police
leadership.

She declared that conse-
quently, the IGP had “or-
dered  an in-house
administrative  enquiry
designed to review the
professional conduct of
the officers responsible
for the initial investiga-
tion of the case. Any offi-
cel indicted for
professional  dereliction
will be firmly dealt with,
accordingly.”

Explaining the police

Lagos vows to rescue abducted students

Association of Licensed
Telecommunications Op-
erators of Nigeria (ALTON)
when he hosted them in
Abuja.

According to ALTON's re-
port on the meeting made
available to journalists in
Lagos, yesterday, Arase ap-
pealed to the telecommu-
nications operators  to
help the police in the fight
against kidnappers by
making it possible for the
security agents to inter-
cept any kidnapper and
other criminals within 48
hours of the crime.

“If the kidnappers know
that they would be caught,
the crime will reduce. The
police  authorities  are
ready to collaborate with
ALTON and the industry as
a whole,” Arase stated.

On vandalism and inces-
sant and illegal closure of
telecommunication sites,
Arase instructed all the
state police commission-
ers that on no account

should any policeman be
deployed or involved in the
process of shutting down
of relecoms infrastructure
withouta genuine court o1
der and clearance from the
office of the IGP. He said the
police would continue to
educate their operatives on
how important telecoms
infrastructures are to the
security of the country.

ALTON, which was led by
its Chairman, Gbenga Ade-
bayo, to the meeting with
the IGP, disclosed that
Arase claimed to have a ro-
bust relationship with the
telecoms operators since
when he was the DIG in
charge of intelligence.

While commending the
efforts of the operators for
services rendered, Arase
mentioned that policing
had passed the stage of
physical points, where po-
licemen were scen every-
where. “In Britain they have
over 185,000 street cam-
eras monitoring the activi-

Kano Sharia commission’

side of the story from the
time it was first reported
in Ekiki Police station in
Yenagoa last year, Kola-
wole said a [ollow-up on
information obtained
from other suspected col-
laborators revealed that
the girl was in the custody
of the Kano State Sharia
Commmission, from where
the Zone 1 AIG, commis-
sioner of police, divisional
police officer in Kura Local
Government and other of-
ficers failed, despite sup-
posed civil efforts within
these months, o secure
her release.

The leadership of the po-
lice was said to have con-
demmned  the seeming
negligence or ineptitude
on the side of the Kano
Command and did not
find it convincing that its
officers could not facili-
tate the release of the al-
fegedly abducted  girl
until the IGP had to step
in, after the case was
blown open to become a
national issuc.

Kolawole also told jour-
nalists that the teenage
girlwould be handed over
to her parents as soon as
she (Ese) was through
with counseling for psy-
chological and emotional
stability by the gender
and child protection unit,
and medical examination
by the relevant depart-
ment.

According to her, the sus-
pected girl-child abduc-
tor, Yunusa Dahiru (alias
Yellow)is already taken in-
to custody by the police

and would fa iminal
prosecutionalong withall
the collaborators. “ can
assure you that the abduc-
tor and all other actors in
this abduction saga will
be brought to deserved
justice. This is the only
way this nation can make
a clear statement in uni-
son that any individual
that violates the sanctity
of the rights of our chil-
dren shall be dealt with."
The FPRO explained that
due to respect for the pri-
vacy of the teenager and
other protective rights of
the girl and her family, she
must not be exposed,
thence the decision to
shield her from camera
and prying eyes.

Although  the police
spokesperson declined to
answer questions from
journalists, she allowed
the mother to say some-
thing. Mrs. Oruru, speak-
ing in Pidgin English,
comumon among Nigeri-
ans in the Niger Delta re-
gion, said: “I thank all of
you, the press people, all
the Nigerian people in
short, just work hard so
thatl can get my daughter
back. Now [ don get my
daughrer back, na to go
house. | thank everybody,
including the policemen,
everybody wen e work so,
now I don carry my pikin,
I will go with am. God
biess everybody.”
The trio of Mrs. Oruru, Ese
and a female police offi-
cer, who has been detailed
to be by the side of the
mother, had slept the pre-

ties of people in the coun-
try and it is easier to arrest
any criminal” he said.
According to the IG, any
operator that has issues of
unlawful interference or
shutting down of BTS sites
without clearance from
the Force Headquarters
should call directly to the
IGP rapid response hot-
lines 0805700 0001/2“and
within30 minutes the situ-
ation will be brought un-
der control.”
Arase said he was pas-
sionate in bringing the
Nigeria Police out of an
analogue to digital plat-
form, stressing that char-
acter certificate process
had been made easy and
every citizen of good be-
haviour should endeavour
to process it online and
submit it to the appropri-
ate quarter for processing
within 24 hours.
According to him, any-
where citizens go, “once
you have it on your phones

Ese Oruru

vious night in an undis-
closed hotel in  Abuja.
When confronted later, af-
ter the briefing, with ru-
mour of the girl being
pregnant, Kolawole denied
knowledge of Ese's status in
that regard, saying “I don't
know about that, who ever
reported that knows where
they got the information
from.”

However, it was apparent
something was amiss with
Ese when she arrived at the
Force Headquarters on
Tuesday afternoon, as she
wore her hijab, folding her
hands around the ab-
domen as if she was con-

and show the certificate
whenever you are stopped
for checking, you will be
passed.”

Adebayo, who said mem-
bers of ALTON cut across
the entire operating struc-
ture of the industry, in-
cluding network
operations, infrastructure
as well as other critical val-
ue-added and  support
services, stressed that
telecommunications  de-
velopment in Nigeria was
playing an integral role in
the march towards a
greater country.

According to him,
telecommunication  serv-
ices have greatly improved
the quality of life as a peo-
ple, from basicvoice call, to
Internetservicesand to nu-
merous value-added offers
by his members.

“Despite the above
progress made, we are still
facing a number of envi-
ronmentally related prob-
lems in particular, on the

cealing a budge.
Yesterday, she was not al-
Jlowed to show her face, as
even the mother was ush-
ered into the small confer-
ence room on the 4th Floor
of Louis Edet House
through the fire escape
back door.
Asource told The Guardian
that “she is actually preg-
nant, but you know itis too
sensitive for that informa-
tion to go out now. Certain
aspects of her rights must
be protected, so the infor-
mation is classified for
now.
“That was one of the first
tests that were conducted,

issues of interference with
the smooth operations of
services. These in-
clude closure of BTS sites
without court order; taxes
and levies, among othe
he stated.

Adebayo said in the spirit
of the recognition of the
value of telecoms network
elements and systems to
the wellbeing of Nigeria,
“we kindly request you to
please direct your men to
protect our infrastructure
and not to be involved in
tampering or preventing
access (o telecom sites. We
are using this medium to
pledge the support of the
telecoms industry to you
and the entire police.
“We pledgeourloyalty and
support for the govern-
ment and people of Nige-
ria as an industry that is at
the fore front of our na-
tional security and techno-
logical development.”
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but you know the results
cannot be immediately re-

vealed because she’s a
teenager, her parentsareex-
pected to make decisions
and speak for her. It is now
their responsibility, the po-
lice have done their part,”
the source said.
Kolawole had said “a team
from the medical depart-
ment of the force is also ex-
tending medical attention
to the girl and upon certify-
ing her medical status and
emotionalstate,”she would
be released to her parents.
The police medical team
checked the teenage girl as
directed by the IGP.



